Expenses of Southeast Trip – April 22 – May 1, 2005 –Tom and Elma

Car – 2603 miles @ .076/mile



$198.00

Hotels – 9 nights, average $68.63/night


$617.63

Cash






$357.30

Other charges


Lancaster Chinese



 $48.88


Front Royal Chinese



 $24.25


Luray Caverns




 $34.00







Total    $1280.06 







or $649.03 each/ $64 per day

Friday, April 22, 2005 – Drove to PA via Tappan Zee Bridge (287) to 78 to Ephrata to Gloria. Seemed faster than regular way. Went out to dinner at Ming Court Chinese Buffet in Lancaster. Drove on to Best Western in York for the night.

Saturday, April 23 – Drove to Gettysburg in the drizzle and fog. First to visitors’ center, then National Cemetery where Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address, then Cyclorama 360 degree painting. Drove entire route of the auto tour, stopping at Eternal Light Peace Memorial, and Devil’s Den. Beautiful 4 lane road to Frederick, MD and on to Harper’s Ferry. Shuttle bus from the visitor’s center to the Lower Town. Walked along the river, across the railroad bridge, saw John Brown’s Fort (looks more like a fire station), uphill and stairs to ruined Episcopal Church, and Jefferson Rock. Best view from patio of Catholic Church. On to Front Royal, VA. Most motels of the old style; found a modern Super 8.

Sunday, April 24 – To Shenandoah National Park and Skyline Drive. Nice road, redbud in bloom, wide views, 35 mph because of windy road, 105 miles. Took two walks – Fort Windham Rocks and Beahms Gap, partly on the Appalachian Trail-, and lots of scenic overlooks. Left Drive to Luray Caverns, spectacular formations, and not very cold. Car and Transportation Museum at Luray was also very interesting. Did not do the Maze. Returned to Drive to finish it and then west to Waynesboro, Days Inn for the night.

Monday, April 25 – To Charlottesville to Monticello. Shuttle bus from parking lot to house. Toured house, then looked at underbuildings in the wings, the kitchen, the flower and vegetable gardens and Jefferson’s grave. Walked back to the car, back to Blue Ridge Parkway. Northern part very windy and high, completely great view of deep valleys on both sides. After Roanoke the road lower and not as curvy. Left on Rt. 58 to Hillsville for night at Holiday Inn Express.

For past two days, scattered clouds, but okay, with cold wind. No cell phone reception.

Tuesday, April 26 – Left Fancy Gap onto Blue Ridge Parkway, Elma driving. First stop was Parkway Craft Center. Very nice items, but expensive. Viaduct around Grandfather Mountain. Then to Linville Falls. Parkway closed ahead, so we had to leave it. Cell phone reception again. Tom called Ernie, but no visit. Returned to Parkway after detour. Clouds moved in, first moving above us and over the mountain. Then dense fog, flashers on, following the yellow line and trying to see the car in front of us . Finally Waynesville exit to Best Western. Clyde’s Family Restaurant for dinner. Raining.

Wednesday, April 27 –Abandoned Blue Ridge Parkway because of several closures for slides and icy road.  Rt. 19 through Maggie Valley to Cherokee. Museum of the Cherokee very well presented. To Smoky Mountain National Park visitor center. Pioneer village beside it. Across Rt. 441 to TN border. Side road to Clingman’s Dome – very cold, ice on path, snow, wind, did not hike trail to summit because it was in clouds. Back down spur, onto 441, left on road to Cade’s Cove. Along rivers the whole way – good road. In cove, large grassy fields, many houses and churches remain. Back to Rt. 73, onto 321, to 441 north of Gatlinburg. Big time traffic and tourist trap. To Muscle Car Museum in Sevierville.  Up 66 to Golden Corral for supper, to Holiday Inn Express for the night.

Thursday, April 28 – Into KY along scenic road to Cumberland Gap. Through tunnel which takes road through mountain and out of the Gap, to restore Wilderness Road to original condition. Drive to Pinnacle to view Gap. Clouds in the valleys. Video about Boone. Toward Cumberland Falls – accident – sat for an hour. Falls in the rain with umbrellas. Backtrack to Interstate 75 N toward Lexington. then to Boonesboro and Ft. Boone. Log fort reconstruction, crafts in houses, but only two demonstrators. Rain. On to Winchester KY to Best Western.

Friday, April 29 – Mountain Hwy to Natural Bridge State Park. Rain. Hiked partway to natural bridge, did not see it. Took Red River Gorge circle route Stopped at visitor’s center for map. Hike to Skybridge top and Chimney Tops. Stopped at Breaks Interstate Park and went to Towers Overlook Night in Bluefield VA at Comfort Inn.

Saturday, April 30 – Coal Heritage Trail from Bluefield WV to Beckley. Company towns in the valley, windy roads up and down the mountains. On to New River Gorge Canyon Rim Visitor’s Center for view of bridge. Continued driving through WV, across Maryland and into PA. Raining most of the day. Night at Holiday Inn Express in Chambersburg PA.

Sunday, May 1 – Drive past Carlisle, Harrisburg, camp, stopped at Cabela’s at Rt. 61 junction for a half hour. Went Tappan Zee route (287) and Merritt and 95 home. Travel time from camp to home – 4 ½ hours.

